
 Mount Dora Historical     

Society and Museum 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Art in the Alley 
 

October 11th , November 8th  

and December 13th from  

6 to 8 pm at the Mount 

Dora History Museum 

 

The museum is open free to 

public during the event. 

 
 

Mount Dora History 
Museum 40th Year 
Anniversary 
 

November 8th from 6 to 8 

pm at the Mount Dora 

History Museum 

 

Join us for cake and punch as 

we celebrate the museum’s 

40th year anniversary. Stop by 

and see how far we’ve come 

with the museum! 
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Mount Dora Show & Tell Event 
November 3rd at 4 pm at the  

W.T. Bland Public Library 

 

Do you own a unique artifact or memorabilia from 

Mount Dora’s past? If so, now’s  

your chance to dig it out, dust it  

off and share it at our upcoming  

Show & Tell Event.  

 

“Show & Tell” items might  

include citrus labels, an old  

postcard, photograph or painting. Perhaps a  

corsage from a local dance or wedding, 

 a yearbook or newspaper article. Maybe even a 

movie souvenir from Honky Tonk Freeway, or any 

other item that is a part of Mount Dora history. 

 

The Mount Dora Historical Society will 

photograph each person and their item while 

recording the story attached to the item, for 

inclusion in our Mount Dora Archives.  

 
Join us for the ‘Show & Tell’ event and 

bring a friend! 
 

Refreshments served. No Registration Required. 
 

 
 



A Glance into the Past 

  

 

Warren C. Butts – Innovator in the 1900s 
 
He was born in Strausburg, Pennsylvania and arrived in 
central Florida in 1875, at the age of 17, with his father 
William. They began farming and growing citrus in 
Sorrento until the “Big Freeze” in 1894-95 devastated 
their groves. Warren then moved to Mount Dora in 1896 
and, along with other newcomers, joined together to 
contribute to the establishment and growth of the up 
and coming new community. 
 
The enterprising young man started a furniture business 
and a funeral parlor located in a two-story wood 
structure (photo below) on the southwest corner of 
Donnelly Street and Fourth Avenue. His homestead  
comprised the entire block.  This structure was later torn 
down and the current building erected which contained 
Druggs Variety Store and later Vincent’s 5 and Dime 
Store. Today, the new building is still in existence and is 
the Los Palmas Restaurant.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 He eventually went into the building material business, 
specializing in bricks, cement and tile. The Mount Dora 
News of 1910 carried the advertisement for this new 
business. “For All Kinds of BRICK WORK, CEMENT WALKS, 
Call on W.C. Butts.” 

It is noted in history that he placed the piers for  
free on the Town Hall which was built around 
1904, and laid the first sidewalks on Donnelly 
Street. It is believed that the sidewalk in front of 
the First Congregational Church today is one of 
these original sidewalks. It was also at this time 
that he purchased the first automobile in town. 
It was one of four “Lenovee’s” built.  
 
This newfangled contraption was the “delight of 
Mount Dora” as indicated in a Mount Dora Topic 
news article. When he purchased the car they 
showed him how to start the one-cylinder 
motor, which was located under the front seat, 
and steer it before sending him off. When he 
arrived at home he was unable to stop the 
vehicle and drove it through the back wall of the 
barn.  
 
Later, Orrin Sadler, then a young boy, learned to 
drive the car and drove Mr. Butts all around 
town.  
 
When Mount Dora was incorporated as a city on 
March 25, 1910, Mr. Butts was elected as one of 
the first aldermen, and as the first tax collector 
in 1911. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  In 1917, he built a brick house, on his homesteaded property, most likely as an advertisement for his brick and cement 
business.  His home was just south of the furniture store was located on the north corner of this property.  Today, that 
house, which is located at 331 Donnelly Street, still stands (left photo below). It has undergone some major modifications 
but the original columns can still be seen, as well as the south side of the exterior, which is now located inside an addition 
on the left side of the home (right photo below). 
 
Between his brick home and the furniture store building, he built an unusual and unique 3-story house with a well beneath 
the first floor and a windmill above the top floor (left photo below). This structure became known as the ‘windmill house.’ 
The windmill house and the furniture store were torn down in the 1930’s to make way for the building which is currently 
located there now.  
 

  

In her ‘Personalities Around Mount Dora’ article in the Mount Dora Topic, dated November 1947, Mabel Norris Reese 
describes Warren this way, “Mr. Butts cut quite a fancy figure in those early Mount Dora days with his fine black 
mustasche, his presidency of the Mount Dora Improvement Society, his deep voice in the men’s gospel quartet and 
minstrel shows, he remained a bachelor all through the years until he met Miss Ella Clark, a winter visitor.” He first 
married at the age of 57 in 1915.  
 
Franklin Welden Pierce, a Mount Dora resident who worked with Warren described an incident in his memoir as 
follows, “Our lake was the best place to rest…Warren Butts, older than I but smaller, tried to pull me into the water and 
I kept breaking away from him. He kept pulling at me until I got sore and I told him I would throw him into the water 
clothes and all. I was squatting down…when he pushed me over into the edge of the water. I jumped up…ran after him 
about 20 yards…caught him and carried him out into about 4 feet of water wetting him from head to foot.” Franklin 
goes on to tell a story about a time when Warren’s brother Calvin shot a squirrel only to discover she had a nest with 
two babies in it.  “Warren climbed the tree and put the little ones in his coat pocket and saved them. They would run all 
over him and up his sleeve and play hide and seek inside his vest and coat but they would not let anyone else handle 
them.” He goes on to say, “We were always friends and he turned out to be a good brick layer and manufacturer.”  
 
Butts eventually moved to north Donnelly Street where he built a home on the 15 acres where he had a citrus grove. He 
built his new home out of wood that he salvaged from the Town Hall when it was damaged by fire in 1922. At the age of 
80, he was busy forging a new hobby of sculpting life-like concrete statutes.  An advertisement taken out by Butts in 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mount Dora Topic Newspaper on February 11, 1961 states, “Come and See – The largest 
collection of cement statuary in the United States. 100 pieces 25 to 1000 pounds each; three United 
States presidents; dinosaur 20 ft. long, 7 ft. high.  At the Art Circle on North Donnelly St.”  Warren 
Butts died in 1951 at the age of 93 and is buried in Pine Forest Cemetery.  Through various resources 
we are able to catch a glimpse of Warren Butt’s personality and contributions to the City of Mount 
Dora in its early days.  
 
Sources: 
Longstreet, R.J. (1960) The Story of Mount Dora, Mount Dora, Florida; Mount Dora Historical Society  
Norris Reese, Mabel. “Personalities Around Mount Dora…Warren C. Butts.” The Mount Dora Topic, 6 
November 1947, p.1. 
Baker Eddy, Mary. “Warren Butts, Sorrento, Dora Pioneer, Dies.” The Mount Dora Topic, 5 July 1951, p. 1. 
Advertisement – “Come and See.” The Mount Dora Topic, 1 November, 1945, p.5. 
Obituary – “Mr. Warren C. Butts.” The Orlando Sentinel, 3 July 1951, p.13. 
Pierce, Franklin Welden. (personal memoir) “This is a list of happenings and locations in the life of Franklin 
Welden Pierce.” Mount Dora Historical Society Archives, 15 December 1939. 
Photographs -  Mount Dora Historical Society Archives 

Our volunteers are the heart of our organization! Here are a couple of 

fun volunteer opportunities to participate in, and share Mount Dora’s 

history with others: 
 

Event Committee 

  
Looking for volunteers interested in planning and staffing our 2020 quarterly 

programs. Contact Susan Myers at mountdoragenealogygroup@gmail.com 

 

Museum Docents 

 
 Docents work anywhere from 1 to 6 times a month; shifts are 3 hours 

 We offer a transportation stipend per shift 

 Our greatest need is docents who will work Saturdays 

Contact Carolyn Green at 407-925-6782 

 

   

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

mailto:mountdoragenealogygroup@gmail.com


Recent Donations to the Museum 

 

 

Welcome New Members 

 

Ruby Ann Britt 

Patricia Spear (Life Member) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Susan Schubert donated a series of Gene Packwood 

postcards of Mount Dora trains in the 1980s and 

postcards of some of his drawings of Mount Dora 

Landmarks (train depot featured above).  

 
 
West Volusia Historical Society donated six blue 

Simpson Fruit Company crate labels.  

 

 

Jeannette & Linda Bokland donated a bottle from 

the Mount Dora Pharmacy dating to the 1950s. 

 

 

An unidentified person donated some picker tickets 

(which identified an orange picker’s crates) and a 

sizer to check that the oranges were the preferred 

size.  

 

Susan Myers donated a variety of postcards of 

Mount Dora landmarks. 

 

Thanks to everyone who has provided us with 
photos and memorabilia of Mount Dora. If you 
have similar items you’d like to share, please let us 
scan and return them, or you can donate them to 
the Mount Dora Archives.  
mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org 

 

The Mount Dora 

Archives 

 

A new collection will be added this month to 

the Archive entitled Mount Dora Land Boom 

which includes promotional brochures and 

newspaper articles on the benefits of living in 

Mount Dora. Some of the benefits that were 

deemed to entice newcomers to our newly 

established town were good roads, beautiful 

lakes full of fish, great weather and the ability 

to plant an orange grove for profit  

 

You can visit the Archive at: 

www.mountdoraarchives.com. 

  

If you have memorabilia or photos you would 

like to donate or lend to be scanned, please 

contact us at: 

archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org 
 

 

 

Did You Know… 

 

The two crossroads Clayton Street and Liberty 

Street were named by Dr. Calvin Ransom 

(C.R.) Gilbert for two of his sons – Clayton 

and Liberty. The Gilbert homestead (which 

was demolished) was located on the corner of 

those two intersecting streets.  

 

Dr. Gilbert arrived in Mount Dora in 1882-83 

from Metamora, Ohio after having served in 

the Civil War. In 1922, he also donated the 

land which would become Gilbert Park to the 

City of Mount Dora.  

mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org
http://www.mountdoraarchives.com/
mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org


                         Then               &           Now              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Stanley Child purchased this home located on the corner of Alexander Street and Fourth 
Avenue, which was a Sears mail order ‘kit home.’ Sears began offering a variety of home 

plans along with the materials and blueprints needed to build a home in 1908. The ‘kit homes’ 
were sold by Sears from 1908 to 1940. A buyer could order everything need to build and 

complete the home. All of the pieces arrived by mail and were assembled according to the 
plans. 

Stop by and Visit the Museum 

 
MUSEUM ADMISSION: $2.00 for adults, $1.00 for students, kindergarten and under are free. Tour 

groups pay the same price. ~ Admission is always free for Members of the Historical Society ~  
The museum is open Tuesday through Sunday from  1 - 4 pm. 

Bring your group to visit the museum for a private one hour tour on Friday or Saturday morning. 
Arrangements must be made two weeks in advance. Call 352- 383-0006 or e-mail: 
mountdorahistory@gmail.com 

 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

 

Janet Westlake, President 

Carolyn Green, Treasurer 

Bill Lowery 

Barnett Schwartzman 

Cathy Lunday 

Susan Myers 

 

DOCENT STAFF: 

 

Tuesday – Rosemary Cliburn 

Wednesday – Barnett Schwartzman 

Thursday – Josette Blackwell 

Friday – Julia Goodwin 

Saturday – Varies   

Sunday – Linda Chase & Paula 

Weissman  

 

Thank you to our docents who do 

a great job!! 



The Mount Dora Historical Society invites you to become a member 

 
Note: Annual dues cover the period of April 1st to March 31st of the next year. (If you join within 

6 months of our new year, your membership is good until the year after.) Personal checks or 

money orders will be accepted or you can drop by the museum and pay by credit card. 

 
Please check a box: ____ New Member   ____Renewing Member 

 

Memberships (select one): 

 Individual   $15  Life Member    $100 

 Family    $25  Life Member Family   $150 

 Business   $50  Life Member Business $250 

  

Referred by: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: _____________ 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ______________________ (circle one) Cell, Home or Work 

 

E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Names of family for family membership: __________________________________________ 

 

Mail your application and payment to: 

Mount Dora Historical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 1166, Mt. Dora, FL 32756 

(352) 383-0006 

 

 

 

 

  

Lifetime Members: 
Mick and Connie Aldridge 
Marilyn & Dan Bafunno 
Dolores Bersell 
Elizabeth Brewer 
Ed Brooks – Mount Dora Trust  
Michael & Georgann Bukata 
Glenna Burch & Marshal Blum 
Deborah A. Burchill 
Betty Cook 
Joe & Janice DiFiore 
Frank Driggers 
Lynn Felts 
Jim Gillies 
Jim & Alexandra Gunderson – Lakeside Inn 
Stephanie Haimes 
John & Cathy Hoechst 

James L. Homich 
James & Barbara Laux 
Al & Marlette Liveright 
William & Elizabeth Lowery 
Gary McKechnie & Nancy Howell 
Harlow & Michell Middleton 
Susan Silkworth Myers 
Ann Whittington Neely 
Vivian Owens 
Gene Packwood 
Mary T. Pezzo 
Fred & Sandra Risley 
Patricia Spear 
Brandon Wald 
Lee & Janet Westlake 
Cooper & Vye Wise 
Michael Zealy & Angela Kelsey 


